International Day of Peace: 21 September 2016

Three Building Blocks for Peace

Introduction
The International Day of Peace is a time for individuals,
community groups, nations and international organisations to strengthen our understanding of the ideals
of nonviolence and to re-commit to the way of peace

We face a number of global crises. The rich continue

The Christian vision for human wholeness and wellbeing

to get richer while those living in extreme poverty

is grounded in the values of the reign of God — love,

remain staggering in number—inequality pervades

justice, mercy and forgiveness, hospitality, inclusion,

our societies. We are witness to the ecological

connectedness and compassion. It is a vision of a

destruction of animal species, forests, rivers, oceans

flourishing earth, cared for with love and compassion,

and our atmosphere as a result of human induced

enabling God to continue to provide for the needs of

climate change. In addition, violent conflict, global

humanity and the environment sustainably. God calls

militarism and the international stockpile of nuclear

us to live life out of genuine love and hope, believing

weapons threaten international peace.

that transformation is possible. It is a call to reach out

1

beyond the boundaries that separate people from
If we are serious about addressing these crises, we

each other, to genuinely engage with the world out of

cannot continue with ‘business as usual’. We must look

the values and hopes that we share across religious

carefully at the systems and the structures that allow

traditions, race, culture and nationality, so that we

violence and injustice to thrive, expose the values and

may work together for a better world.
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with justice. It is always marked on 21st September.

principles that underlie them and ask what we can do
differently. What values and principles will guide us
to more equitable, peaceful and sustainable ways of
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 niting Church in Australia, 2009, ‘An Economy of Life’,
U
http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/uniting-for-peace/informationand-action-resources/item/1092-international-day-of-peace-2015
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Introduction: Three Building Blocks for Peace

the United Nations is ‘The Sustainable Development

ENDING THE
NUCLEAR AGE

Goals:

Building

Blocks

for

Peace’.

This

theme

recognises that in order to achieve a just peace, there
must be certain conditions in place. Peace demands
a world where basic human rights are upheld, human
needs are addressed and the causes of war are
eliminated. Violent systems and structures that enable
racism, sexism, inequality, poverty, unemployment,
corruption and environmental destruction all pose
challenges to a lasting peace. We are called to break
down those destructive systems and structures, and
GENDER EQUALITY

CLIMATE JUSTICE

begin again, with solid foundations of justice, peace
and compassion.
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This year’s International Day of Peace theme set by

This resource for the International Day of Peace
focusses on three important building blocks for peace.
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THE FIRST BUILDING BLOCK FOR PEACE IS GENDER

THE THIRD BUILDING BLOCK FOR PEACE IS AN END

EQUALITY.

Goals,

TO THE NUCLEAR AGE. While Australia does not own

agreed to by nations in 2015, provide the foundations

any nuclear weapons, we benefit from the perceived

for a lasting peace. Communities throughout the world

security of the USA’s nuclear stockpile, we have a

are working to eliminate poverty through the provision

history of mining and exporting uranium and there are

of adequate water, food, education and healthcare for

plans to create a national nuclear waste facility in South

the next generation. Yet, these physical needs must

Australia. The South Australian Regional Committee of

be met in conjunction with structural change that

the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress

shifts underlying injustices such as gender inequality.

has joined the campaign against a nuclear waste dump

The work of church partners in confronting gender

in South Australia.

The

Sustainable

Development

inequality in the Pacific is a significant contribution to
This resource includes worship resources focussed on

a just peace.

the destructive elements of nuclear weapons, and a
THE SECOND BUILDING BLOCK FOR PEACE IS

theological reflection that explores what it means to

CLIMATE JUSTICE. Communities most affected by

be a peacemaker in a world of war, conflict, inequality

climate change are those whose livelihoods and

and environmental destruction. This resource intends

wellbeing are already diminished due to colonisation,

to enable rich discussion within your congregation

dispossession and discrimination. All over the world,

and wider community and inspire advocacy for policy

people from most affected communities are calling

reform so that Australia may contribute positively to

for action from those most responsible. They seek

build just peace in the world.
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to address and limit the impacts of climate change
and demand greater involvement in adaptation and
mitigation efforts. The Uniting Church’s Pacific Island
partners and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress are speaking out about these
injustices.
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Theological Reflection
There are some basic affirmations that Christians

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”

compromise the message of non-violence and

make about God. God is the Creator. God is active

(Matthew 6:10). Jesus also says “whoever does

peace of the kingdom of God, he demonstrated

in the world by the Spirit. God has a purpose for

the will of my Father in heaven is my brother

God’s costly love and desire for reconciliation

creation and especially for human beings made

and sister and mother” (Matthew 12; 50). To

and peace with humans. Jesus’ self-giving to

in God’s image, namely that they live according

truly be a child of God, a son or daughter of

the point of death on a cross is indicative of

to God’s loving and just will and seek God’s

God, a sibling of Jesus, we are to live according

God’s desire for humans to respond willingly

peaceable kingdom. We acknowledge Christ as

to God’s will and reflect the character of God.

to his love and God’s refusal to force them into
compliance.

the fullest revelation of God and therefore, the
life and ministry of Christ witnesses the kingdom

The early followers of Jesus took seriously

of God active in the world.

Jesus’ call to be peacemakers and to love
their enemies. They strived to make their lives

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus proclaimed

and their beliefs about Jesus consistent. They

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be

rejected the way of violence; they practiced

called children of God” (Matthew 5: 9). He also

compassion; they cared for the least; they

said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst

sought to live in peace with others. They held

for righteousness”, “Blessed are the merciful”

that “in Christ God was reconciling the world to

and “Strive first for the kingdom of God and his

himself” (2 Corinthians 5: 19). The significance

righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). These are not

of Jesus Christ was cosmic: “through him God

separate statements but are interrelated. You

was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,

cannot be a peacemaker without also being

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace

concerned for righteousness and justice. You

through the blood of his cross” (Colossians

cannot be a peacemaker and not be merciful. If

1:20). The non-violent but provocative actions

you want God’s kingdom to come on earth then

and teaching of Jesus in the presence of those

you need to seek God’s will for reconciliation and

who opposed him led to his violent and cruel

peace. It is a matter for prayer and action. We

death on the cross. Yet in allowing himself to

pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “your kingdom come,

be taken, tortured and killed, Jesus refused to
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Action Ideas

Jesus called his followers to count the cost

discontent. The peaceable kingdom that Jesus

at the expense of other creatures and the well-

of following him for this was not for the faint

calls us to pray for and work towards is one in

being of the environment itself. For humans to

hearted. To follow Jesus was not to create a safe

which God’s will is carried out. God’s will has to

continue to enjoy the creation God gave them,

and easy life, but rather, it was to dare to stand

do with righteousness and justice, compassion

they have a role to play in ensuring it is sustained.

in opposition to the empire of the day and call

and consideration especially for the least,

The lives of all people and creatures require

for loving and peaceful alternatives. In doing so,

reconciliation between people and God. It calls

that the air, the water and the land continue

they would have to be prepared to face being

for practicing the way of peace as a means as

to support healthy life. Development therefore

reviled and persecuted. Nevertheless, in doing

well as an end, it calls us to an alternative way

has to be such that it does not adversely affect

so, they were promised a place in God’s kingdom,

of life, and indeed it is a call for peace to be the

the well-functioning of the earth’s ecological

but furthermore they were participating in work

way of life.

systems. The rising of the world’s temperature
due to human activity means humans need to

of “on earth as in heaven”. In the use of the stark
image of followers taking up their cross to follow

Since the beginning of the 20th century the

make significant changes to stop and reverse

him, Jesus offered the paradoxical statement

capacity and reality of humans killing and

this trend for their own sakes and for the sake

“For those who want to save their life will lose it,

injuring one another through violent acts and

of the planet and all other creatures.

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for

war has increased enormously. The ability

the sake of the gospel, will save it” (Mark 8: 35).

of humans to exploit the environment for its
resources has also increased hugely due to

As a significant component of following Jesus,

technological developments, but also in the

being a peacemaker is not easy, nor is it to

name of economic growth. We have reached

be confused with being a peacekeeper. The

the point where human activity is impacting on

world continues to be dominated by powers

the world’s climate.
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Theological Reflection

and groups that use violence and war for their
own ends. The powerful characteristically use

Christian faith holds that God is the Creator

their wealth and influence to ensure their own

who gave humans a dynamic and interesting

privileged position. Yet peace that is based

world and a special place in it. Human beings

on domination never lasts. Peace that exploits

are to be stewards of the world, not exploiters.

people or disregards them is not true peace

At creation humanity was called to care for

and will inevitably lead to resentment and

creation, not irresponsibly use it for themselves
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We are meant to become more mature as

Christian faith holds that God does not just call

Jesus would have us be peacemakers, which

humans, which means becoming wiser in how

us to live according to God’s will, but that God’s

involves being people of peace, living the way

we act and think and speak. Jesus is the model.

Spirit is available to help us to discern and

of peace, and seeking peace in the world. At

As Christians we look to him and to becoming

carry out God’s purposes. As we follow the way

the present time, three building blocks for

more like him. He is “the image of the invisible

of Jesus the Spirit assists us and works in our

peace we need to work for are as follows. We

God” (Colossians 1:15). We are made in the

lives. Fostering our spirituality is part of living

strive for nuclear disarmament so that we turn

image of God but need to become more like

as Jesus’ followers. The Spirit is at work in the

away from possessing these terrible weapons

Christ if we are truly to reflect God and also

world, even in those who do not confess Jesus.

of mass destruction. We need to act to ensure

acknowledge the Christlikeness in others. We

Those of us who do acknowledge Jesus are able

the climate itself is maintained and the annual

are to grow towards “maturity, to the measure

consciously to pray for guidance and strength.

temperature does not continue to increase

of the full stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).

As Paul says, we need to be intentional about

causing damaging weather patterns and the

This is an ongoing task. Growth in the Christian

this, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be

oceans to rise to the detriment of ourselves

faith in terms of knowledge and thoughtful

guided by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).

and other creatures. We have to move away

action continues to the end of our lives. Living

from the false notion of ever-increasing growth

in peace and seeking peace is an important part

by promoting just, equitable and sustainable

of growing to maturity in Christ.

development for the sake of all. Let us then
follow the way of Christ, the way of peace,
guided by the Spirit to meet the challenges we
currently face. We do so looking to God’s future
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Theological Reflection

reign of justice, compassion and peace.
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Building Block 1: Justice through Gender Equality
The structures and systems of our world focus

One of the SDGs is gender equality. The wealth gap

increasingly on the pursuit of economic growth,

between women and men is a global problem and there

material prosperity and the pursuit of wealth. However,

is no doubt that addressing this will contribute to a just

the global economy is not working for everyone and

peace. Women throughout the world are more likely to

we are facing a growing gap between the incredibly

earn less, bear the greater burden of unpaid care work,

wealthy and the very poor.

Today the richest 62

be excluded from decision-making and governance

individuals in the world own as much wealth as the

roles, have fewer opportunities to demonstrate their

3

poorest 3.6 billion and the number of people living in

leadership potential, and are more likely to experience

extreme poverty has reached 836 million.4 Those who

domestic violence, compared with men.

live in extreme poverty live on less than $1.90 a day
according to the World Bank , and typically experience

Uneven power structures and poverty combine to

shortages of food leading to malnutrition and hunger,

create a fertile environment for injustice. In the Pacific

limited access to education and other services, social

context, where women tend to be assigned the

discrimination and exclusion from decision making.6

subordinate roles and men are assigned the power

Poverty corrodes the possibility for a just peace. The

out the decisions made by men without any capacity

global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agreed

to influence those decisions. In a context where there

to by nations in 2015, commit countries to end poverty,

is existing gender inequality, women face additional

protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all, thus

barriers in terms of access to financial income, the

providing the foundations for a lasting peace. Through

opportunity to go to school, the opportunity to be in

specific targets that aim to reduce poverty and hunger,

leadership and ultimately to have control over their

and address diminishing natural resources, water

bodies. Rape and sexual violence are not uncommon

scarcity, social inequality, environmental degradation,

in these contexts.

5

 niting Church in Australia Statement,
U
2009, ‘An economy of life’, http://
www.unitingjustice.org.au/just-andsustainable-economy/uca-statements/
item/461-an-economy-of-life-re-imagininghuman-progress-for-a-flourishing-world

3

 ECD, 2015, ‘In it together: why less inequality
O
benefits all’, Multilingual summaries,
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/
download/bc9f5d0b-enpdf?expires=14688
19685&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=
CF68177ABE955E488AE9776832AFB29B

4

 n Economy for the 1%, Oxfam,
A
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.
org/files/file_attachments/bp210-economyone-percent-tax-havens-180116-en_0.pdf
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 ttp://www.worldbank.org/en/news/
h
press-release/2015/10/04/world-bankforecasts-global-poverty-to-fall-below10-for-first-time-major-hurdles-remainin-goal-to-end-poverty-by-2030
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 ttp://www.un.org/
h
sustainabledevelopment/poverty/

broker roles, women find themselves forced to carry
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2

2

diseases, corruption and racism, the goals challenge
inequality and pursue the right sharing of the world’s
resources. The 17 SDGs replace the previous eight
Millennium Development Goals, and responsibility for
achieving them is shared amongst all nations.
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Building Block 1: Justice through Gender Equality
Education is one of the most important keys to gender equality

CASE STUDY: SHIFTING SOCIAL NORMS

economic benefits for their families and economic growth increases

The Uniting Church agency for international development,

in that country. When women have an increased share of the family

UnitingWorld, works throughout the Pacific with church

income, there are benefits in health, education and nutrition for

partners through their women’s networks. These women’s

the whole family.7 When women are given the opportunity to take

networks and the female leaders within them are leading

on positions of leadership, the whole community benefits from

the community in shifting social norms and challenging

their wisdom and experience.

structures of violence that lead to gender inequality. The
women’s fellowships in Kiribati, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands
are developing context-specific theological resources for
churches to explore inequality in more depth. Being able to
talk from a theological perspective enables them to engage
with people at a belief level. However, gender inequality is
not just a women’s issue. It is a social issue with roles for men
and women in addressing the manifestations of inequality.
Gender workshops and discussions are taking place within
communities, and people have recognised that there is an
important role for men in shifting mindsets. It has been
encouraging for everyone involved to have found that there
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and to peace with justice. When women are educated, there are

is enthusiasm from women, from men, from the leadership of
the church and from the whole community to be agents of
positive change.

7

Martha Kaluatman, Project Officer Gender, conducting gender
equality training in Vanuatu. Photo © UnitingWorld
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Building Block 1: Justice through Gender Equality
There are visible changes as a result of this work.
In the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu where
there are only a few female ordained ministers,
a number of women were recently elected into
significant leadership positions in the church.
This is an important step. The ultimate goal is to
see equal numbers of women and men elected
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

and girls both attending school, a significant
reduction in domestic violence, and shifts in
attitude and behaviour.
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on their merits to positions of authority, boys

In Vanuatu, church partners work with women and men to address gender inequality. Photo © UnitingWorld
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Building Block 2: Climate Justice
Already in 2016 there have been a number of extreme

countries like Tuvalu, Kiribati and the Marshall Islands,

weather events devastating Australian communities.

it is inevitable that the sea will swallow up their land,

Floods, bushfires and cyclones have roared through

but the prospect of relocation is not a conversation

our land taking lives and changing communities

that many people are ready to have: their connection

forever. Last year temperatures soared globally and

to the land, to tradition, history and family is too

2015 was declared the hottest year on record. 8 In fact,

strong.

0.9°C above the twentieth century average, which

As Christians called to seek justice, care for people

takes us about halfway towards a 2°C increase in

who are vulnerable, and care for God’s good creation,

temperature, which would be considered disastrous

we have a responsibility to listen to the stories of

for human life. 9

people living at the frontline of climate change. We

Information from NASA, http://www.nasa.
gov/press-release/nasa-noaa-analysesreveal-record-shattering-global-warmtemperatures-in-2015 and NOAA https://
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/201513

9

 limate Council, https://www.
C
climatecouncil.org.au/hottestyear2015

10

 chlosberg and Collins, 2014, ‘From
S
environmental to climate justice:
climate change and the discourse of
environmental justice’, WIREs Climate
Change 2014: 10.1002/wcc.275

are running out of time to seriously reconsider our
While all life is threatened by unchecked climate

relationship with the natural world. The clearing of

change, not all communities experience the damaging

the word’s great forests and our continued reliance

effects of climate change equally. The wealthiest and

on fossil fuels need to end. Government policies must

most powerful people on the planet have contributed

address climate change as one of the most urgent

the most to this problem through high carbon

problems facing us all and it is up to us to ensure

emissions, but it is those least responsible, and with

that our governments are left in doubt about our

the fewest resources for adapting and mediating the

commitment to change.
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December 2015 recorded global average temperatures

8

impacts, who are likely to be most affected.

10

Pacific Island peoples are gradually facing the harsh
realities of climate change — more frequent storms,
massive king tides swamping their communities and
sea water rising up through the land and making it
impossible to grow crops. For those who wake up and
find water all around them, it is no longer possible
to deny that climate change is happening. In some
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Building Block 2: Climate Justice
In Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples are experiencing the direct impacts
of climate change, impacts exacerbated by
already low levels of health and wellbeing,
inadequate housing and infrastructure, culturally
inappropriate

health

services,

and

limited

employment opportunities. Communities located
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

by erosion or in urban areas that experience
disadvantage are more at risk of mosquitoborne and heat-related disease, food insecurity
and exposure to natural disaster.
Indigenous Australians are entitled to expect
greater

humility

and

openness

from

our

governments. Those in positions of power
should be listening to the views of indigenous
peoples and seeking to learn from traditional

12 | Three Building Blocks for Peace

in remote desert locations where temperatures
are likely to rise, coastal communities threatened

knowledges. Those who have had stewardship
of this land for tens of thousands of years bring
important traditional wisdom to discussions
about responding to climate change. If we all

Alice at the site of the Vanuatu cyclone aftermath. Photo © UnitingWorld

become better at listening to the wisdom of
the land, we might find more strategies and
solutions to heal our wounded planet.
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Building Block 2: Climate Justice
In an ecumenical address on Climate Justice in the

Dr Abuom regards the inequality that exists between

Context of Just Peace, the Moderator of the World

the rich and the poor as one of the drivers of climate

Council of Churches (WCC) Central Committee, Dr

injustice, conflict and insecurity. She says:

11

 orld Council of Churches, The Way
W
of Just Peace, 2013, https://www.
oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/
assembly/2013-busan/adopted-documentsstatements/the-way-of-just-peace

12

 . Aboum, 2016, ‘Climate Justice in the
A
Context of Just Peace’, Keynote address at
Reformation — One World and Just Peace,
http://www.elk-wue.de/fileadmin/Downloads/
Wir/Synode/2016/02_Sommertagung/
Berichte-Reden/TOP_14_-_Referat_
Klimagerechtigkeit_-_Gerechter_Friede_-_
englisch_-_Agnes_Regina_Abuom.pdf

economic growth without limits undermines the

Without addressing issues of equitable production,

search for climate justice and just peace. Dr Abuom

consumption and distribution of goods and services at

drew on the WCC’s Ecumenical Call to Just Peace,

various levels when planning our economies, gender

which talks of environmental injustice and sets out a

injustice, poverty, exclusion, marginalisation, conflict

vision for climate justice:

and climate injustice will persist.12

Human beings are to respect, protect and care for

One of the most important building blocks for peace

nature. Yet our excessive consumption of fossil fuels

in the coming years will be ensuring climate justice:

and other resources is doing great violence to people

addressing environmental injustices, listening to the

and the planet. Climate change, only one consequence

voices of those most affected by climate change,

of human lifestyles and national policies, poses a global

involving those most affected in adaptation and

threat to justice and peace… to care for God’s precious

mitigation

gift of creation, the reform of lifestyles and the pursuit

to draw on traditional ecological knowledge about

of ecological justice are key elements of just peace.

caring for country.

strategies,

and

enabling

communities

Concerted ecumenical advocacy is needed so that
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Agnes Regina Abuom argued that the pursuit of

governments, businesses and consumers protect the
environment and preserve it for future generations.11
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Building Block 2: Climate Justice
CASE STUDY: NAVIGATING THE TIDES
In the Pacific, the Uniting Church has a number of partner
churches whose countries are already feeling the immediate
impacts of climate change. Island nations like Tuvalu, Kiribati
and the Marshall Islands contribute the least to the problem
and yet we in the west who contribute the most are not
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

Through the ‘Leadership in a Changing Climate’ project,
UnitingWorld church partners in the Pacific are equipping
leaders to respond pastorally in times of extreme weather
events and climate related crises, and to prepare for risk
assessments and plan for climate change adaptation
and even relocation, if needed. The Navigating the Tides
workshop brings together three important components
for responding to climate change in the Pacific: disaster
risk reduction management, theology on care of creation,
and disaster recovery chaplaincy network. The workshop
Disaster risk reduction training, Tuvalu. Photo © Stephen Robinson

helps to build resilience and capacity so that most affected
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feeling the impact as much as those on the frontline.

communities can do their own risk reduction management
action plan, they can rethink their experiences of God
in times of suffering, and can grow their chaplaincy and
pastoral skills to help people deal with the most traumatic
effects of climate change.
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Building Block 2: Climate Justice
The international community has recognised the
importance of climate justice with four of the
SDGs focussed on addressing climate change —
affordable and clean energy (no. 7), reduced
inequalities (no. 10), responsible consumption and

As churches in Australia, our advocacy is an
important part of our commitment to justice.
We need to respond to the calls that have
come from our Pacific partners asking us to be
their representative voice in discussions with
government. It is our job to tell the stories of
our partners, and support and advocate with
and on behalf of those who are most impacted
on the frontlines of climate change.

People's Climate March, Sydney, 29 November 2015. Photo © Uniting Church in Australia Assembly
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production (no. 12), and climate action (no. 13).

Action Ideas

Building Block 3: Ending the Nuclear Age
It is now 70 years since the nuclear bombs that ended

Assembly statement, Uniting for Peace, refers to “the

the Second World War were dropped on the Japanese

ownership, use, or threatened use of nuclear weapons”

cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is estimated that

as evil.19
14,

there were close to 200,000 casualties, including
those who were crushed in their homes, those who

Nuclear bombs are not the only cause for concern. The

collapsed and died while trying to escape, and those

Chernobyl nuclear power plant accident in 1986 in the

who died in the first and second weeks after the blasts

Ukraine created ‘the largest uncontrolled radioactive

due to internal injuries and severe bleeding, diarrhoea

release into the environment ever recorded for any

and vomiting. This devastating death toll almost

civilian operation.’20 More recently, in 2011, following

halved the population of those two cities and left their

the earthquake that occurred off the east coast of

remaining inhabitants changed forever.13

Japan, we witnessed once more the impact of damaged

15,
17

full consequences of the event are still unclear but

‘ultimate weapon of mass destruction’ and therefore

a report released by both the Physicians for Social

a significant threat to global peace.

A nuclear event

Responsibility (PSR) and International Physicians for

always has horrific short and long term consequences,

the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPN) suggests that

both

The

residents of Fukushima and the rest of Japan will

International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement

experience more than 10,000 excess cancer deaths

(IRCRC) has declared ‘there is no possible humanitarian

due to radiation exposure as a result of the accident. 21

14

of

which

are

impossible

to

correct.

 ttp://www.icanw.org/the-facts/catastrophich
harm/lack-of-response-to-a-nuclear-attack/

18

 orld Council of Churches, 2000, Minute
W
on Elimination of Nuclear Arms, https://
www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/
documents/assembly/2006-portoalegre/1-statements-documents-adopted/
international-affairs/report-from-thepublic-issues-committee/nuclear-arms

19

 esolution 03.19.02 (e) (i), 2003, http://
R
www.unitingjustice.org.au/uniting-for-peace/
uca-statements/item/497-uniting-for-peace

20

 hernobyl Accident 1986, World Nuclear
C
website, accessed 13 July 2016 http://
www.world-nuclear.org/informationlibrary/safety-and-security/safety-ofplants/chernobyl-accident.aspx

response to a nuclear attack. The doctors, nurses and
hospitals are destroyed.’ 15 An attack anywhere in the
world would have devastating effects on the health
infrastructure.16 While moves have been made to ban

21

biological and chemical weapons, nuclear weapons
remain legal.17 The World Council of Churches has
urged churches to “prevail upon governments until
they recognise the incontrovertible immorality of
nuclear weapons”.18 The Uniting Church in Australia
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 . Beavis, 2015, ‘Banning nuclear
M
weapons: why does it matter and what
can we do?’, Medical Association for the
Prevention of War, http://www.mapw.org.
au/news/mapw-president-dr-margaretbeavis-banning-nuclear-weapons-whydoes-it-matter-and-what-can-we-do

16

nuclear reactors in Fukushima. Five years later, the
Nuclear weapons have long been identified as the

 ttp://www.atomicarchive.com/Docs/
h
MED/med_chp10.shtml and http://www.
aasc.ucla.edu/cab/200708230009.html
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‘Fukushima Report: 10,000 Excess
Cancers Expected in Japan as a Result
of 2011 Reactor Meltdowns, Ongoing
Radiation Exposure’, Joint report from the
Physicians for Social Responsibility and
International Physicians for the Prevention
of Nuclear War, 2016, http://www.psr.org/
news-events/press-releases/fukushimareport-10000-excess-cancers-japan.html
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While Australia doesn’t have any nuclear weapons of

The Uniting Church Assembly went on to state in

its own, Australians are not free from the significant

1985 that:

http://www.icanw.org/black-mist/

23

 niting Church in Australia, 1977, ‘Church
U
Commission calls for uranium pause’,
http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/
uniting-for-peace/news/item/1201-churchcommission-calls-for-uranium-pause

24

 niting Church in Australia, 1985, ‘Uranium’,
U
http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/uniting-forpeace/uca-statements/item/1131-uranium

25

 ttp://www.world-nuclear.org/
h
information-library/country-profiles/
countries-a-f/australia.aspx

26

 ttps://www.mapw.org.au/nuclearh
chain/uranium-mining-and-exports

27

 niting Church in Australia, 1979, ‘Statement
U
on Uranium’ http://www.unitingjustice.
org.au/uniting-for-peace/uca-statements/
item/501-statement-on-uranium
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negative health effects of the nuclear threat. The UK
tested its nuclear weapons on Australian soil in South

Uranium mining has serious implications for many areas

Australia and Western Australia from 1952 to 1963. It is

of Australian life, including health, energy needs, work,

likely that 16,000 test site workers have had higher rates

economic growth, long term international trade, and

of cancer as a result, but very few workers have been

involvement in the proliferation of nuclear weapons,

compensated. Many Aboriginal people, particularly

and should not be dealt with in a simplistic way.24

older people, died during the time of the tests, because
health clinics were too far away. Others were affected
by permanent blindness, cancer or radiation sickness.
Some traditional lands continue to be uninhabitable
because of contamination from this testing.

22

Australia holds around 30 per cent of the world’s
uranium reserves and has exported uranium since
1954. There are three mines currently operating. 25
Uranium mining is harmful due to the links to nuclear
weapons, the risks of accidents and terrorism, and the

The very first press release issued by the Uniting

considerable health and environmental damage caused

Church in Australia in July 1977 called for moratorium

by uranium mining. Uranium mining also risks usurping

on uranium mining and export for at least two years,

the custodial rights of Aboriginal Australians. 26 A

and a proper parliamentary debate about alternatives.

1979 Uniting Church Assembly statement on uranium

The press release noted that:

expressed this sentiment:

As a small nation Australia can rarely influence events

Justice for all is basic to any truly human development.

of such consequence to humanity. Australia should not

In its impact on Aboriginal society, its tendency to

shrink from this opportunity to bring moral pressure

centralisation of power, its promotion of the philosophy

on the community of nations with respect to energy

of "more energy for more growth", the Australian

use and production.23

nuclear industry diminishes the possibility of a just,
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CASE STUDY: THE PROBLEM OF NUCLEAR WASTE

in their opposition to the dump and is encouraging
dump. “We are the traditional owners and the sovereign

seeking to build a facility to bury and store radioactive

people. We’ve never given up our sovereignty,” Denise

waste produced by federal and state agencies,

tells us. “Adnyamathanha people believe it is part of our

particularly the waste produced by the Lucas Heights

stewardship of country. For me, another reason why

nuclear reactor in Sydney. 28 The site being considered

we oppose the nuclear waste dump is that it’s going to

for a nuclear waste dump is Wallerberdina Station by

commit our future generations to something that they

Baridoota in South Australia. The Adnyamathanha

right now are too young to understand.”

people who manage the Yappala Indigenous protected
area, which shares a boundary with Baridoota, are the

The relationship between the Uniting Church in

traditional owners of the land where the waste dump

Australia and UAICC is set out in the Covenanting

is expected to be.

statement made by the Assembly to Congress in 1994.
The statement, delivered by the President, in part says:

It was via a media release in November 2015 that

Rev. Denise Champion. Photo © Belinda Taylor

Adnyamathanha people first heard that the Badiyoota

Long before my people came to this land your people

site was selected as the only site for Australia’s national

were here. You were nurtured by your traditions, by the

nuclear waste depository. It came as a complete surprise

land, and by the Mystery that surrounds us all and binds

to them. They hadn’t been consulted at all about the

all creation together. My people did not hear you when

decision that had been made. The Adnyamathanha

you shared your understanding and your Dreaming. In

people have launched a campaign to stop the storage

our zeal to share with you the Good News of Jesus Christ,

of Australia’s low and intermediate radioactive waste

we were closed to your spirituality and your wisdom.30
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people to campaign against the proposed nuclear waste
Since early 2015 the Australian Government has been

so close to a significant cultural site. 29
28

 ustralian Conservation Foundation, 2015, Radioactive
A
Waste: Information for communities’

29

N otes from UAICC Report to Presbytery and Synod SA 24-25 June 2016.

30

 ttp://www.unitingjustice.org.au/justice-for-indigenoush
australians/uca-statements/item/492-covenanting-statement

Rev. Denise Champion is an active member of the Uniting
Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) and
is also an Adnyamathanha woman. UAICC considers any
form of nuclear dump as a threat to creation and a threat
to people. UAICC supports the Adnyamathanha people
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Building Block 3: Ending the Nuclear Age
Denise explains that one of the challenges for
first peoples and second peoples is to get better
at listening to one another. Not just listening with
our ears, but with our hearts. Adnyamathanha
people remember the days when the British
conducted nuclear bomb testing in Maralinga.
The Australian Government met in secret with
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

in secret. Nobody consulted the Aboriginal
people living in the area. People remember only
too well the effects of Maralinga on local people.
Aboriginal people carry an ancient wisdom
and knowledge of this land. It is a wisdom that
speaks to living peacefully with the land and it
should not be ignored.
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the British Government and they did the testing

Rev. Denise Champion and local advocates gathering to oppose the nuclear waste dump. Photo © Caryn Rogers
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PREPARED BY REV. SUSAN PICKERING

Litany of World Peace

Meditation

God of Peace and Love, we bring our prayers to you,
trusting in your grace and mercy.

Peace is the heart of God
We pray for peace among the nations,

but how shall we find peace between people?

where neighbour fights neighbour over politics and religion,
rising up against each other over power and resources,

from the seeds of discord;

Christ speaks: Peace, be still!

there can be no fruit of peace
from the root of injustice;

We pray for peace among the governments of the world,

there can be no reaping of peace

where policies and laws bring conflict and strife,

from the sowing of oppression.

needs of the many, dominated by the wants of a few,
Christ speaks: Peace, be still!

But when in our thoughts
we honour God and our neighbours,

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons,

when in our words

That rather than the dropping of bombs and the shooting of guns,

we encourage those who are lonely or depressed,

there will be the sharing of bread,

when in our actions

Christ speaks: Peace, be still!

we seek justice and freedom for all,

We pray for peace among the world,

then peace breaks out with happiness

wherever diversity creates hatred and fear,

in all the places where people meet

wherever difference divides and creates social enemies,

and women and men, young and old,

Christ speaks: Peace, be still!

join in the tongues of all the nations
to praise the Prince of Peace,

We pray for peace within homes,

Jesus, Emmanuel, God alongside us.

wherever there is violence and abuse within the family,
wherever there is provocation that leads to insult or injury,

JOHN JOHANSEN-BERG (ENGLAND)

Introduction

Theological Reflection

20 | Three Building Blocks for Peace

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

There can be no flower of peace

Christ speaks: Peace, be still!

1 Gender Equality

2 Climate Justice

3 Ending the
Nuclear Age

WORSHIP
RESOURCES

Action Ideas
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Prayer of Confession

Christ speaks: Peace, be still!
Breathe upon us the gentleness of your peace.

God of peace, for choosing to put our trust in weapons of war:

Inflame our hearts with a desire for your justice.

We come before you in sorrow and confession.

In the name of Christ

God of Life, for our silent complicity with the industry of death:

Amen

We come before you in sorrow and confession.
God of generosity, for supporting the arms trade
through our work or our taxes,
or for profiting from it through our shares and investments.

Call to Worship

We come before you in sorrow and confession.

Jesus said;

God of hope, for our doubts and despair in the face of evil.

“Blessed are the peacemakers,

We come before you in sorrow and confession.

for they will be called children of God.”

God of courage, for our fear to speak out of to take bold action.

We are called to be peacemakers,
to stand against injustice, inequality and oppression
For injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.

We come before you in sorrow and confession.
Amen
HELEN BOOTHROYD (HOLY GROUND)

Let us gather,
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REV. SUSAN PICKERING

as the children of God,
committed to the call to peacemaking.
We gather, as the children of God,
God of peace is our refuge.
Let us worship God
REV. SUSAN PICKERING

Introduction

Theological Reflection

1 Gender Equality

2 Climate Justice

3 Ending the
Nuclear Age

WORSHIP
RESOURCES

Action Ideas

Worship Resources
Prayer of Intercession
God of the poor and marginalised,

We pray for all who are involved in the arms trade,

God of the victims of oppression and of war,

that they may realise the real consequences of their actions.

we cry to you for peace in our world.

We pray for the conversion of hearts and minds;

We pray for all victims of the arms trade worldwide
People in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, South Sudan…
and many other places where conflict has been prolonged
and exacerbated by the flow of arms, or where money
spent on arms is depriving people of their basic needs.

and for the conversion of the arms industry towards
productive purposes.
Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, Help us to act for peace.
We pray for ourselves.
Give us the courage to speak out against the export of death.
Give us the strength to work for an end to the arms trade.
Give us the resolve to withdraw our financial support,

We hold before God all those who have lost loved

even at a cost to ourselves.

ones, lost limbs, lost sanity, lost homes, lost livelihoods,

We offer these prayers in the name of our

lost hope as a result of the trade in arms.

Saviour, Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace.

Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, Help us to act for peace.

Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, Help us to act for peace.

We pray for leaders and decision-makers, that policies

Amen

may be redirected towards peace and human rights,
rather than the continuation of war and oppression.
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Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, Help us to act for peace.

HELEN BOOTHROYD (HOLY GROUND)

Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, Help us to act for peace.
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Closing Prayer

Blessing/Dismissal

Divine Peacemaker, Radiant Goodness,

Let us go out into the world with joy,

we turn to you as our source of peace and love.

being led to call for peace for the whole world.

Keep us mindful of your transforming presence.

Calling for an end to conflict,

May we share your goodness and love,

building partnerships for peace,

with all whom we come in contact each day.

calling for dignity for all.

As we leave let us take your love into the world,

Continue to offer prayers,

May the whole of creation be at peace.

Seeking justice that is coupled with mercy and compassion.

JOYCE RUPP, ADAPTED

May the blessing of God, who is love, grant us a desire to see peace.
May the blessing of Christ, the Prince of Peace, grant us a deep sense of peace;
And may the blessing of the Holy Spirit be the crane of peace, who flies among
us and between us, resting upon us and leading us on the pathway of life.
Amen
REV. SUSAN PICKERING
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This International Day of Peace we encourage
you to be active in building a just peace. One of
the first things you could do is gather a group
of interested people to form a peace committee
within your local congregation. Or you could join
a local peace group outside the church. Below
and your group could mark the International
Day of Peace in a special way.

Make a thousand paper cranes

Organise an International Day of Peace event

Read the book Sadako and the Thousand

at your church or in a public place that is

Paper Cranes and make cranes together with

welcoming to all members of the community.

the young people in your congregation or with

You could hold a candle light vigil, an interfaith

your peace committee. Send cranes to your

service, a peace picnic in a local park, or a mini-

local member and other politicians reminding

music festival inviting musicians to perform

them of the health and humanitarian impacts of

songs related to the building blocks of peace.

nuclear disaster. Display the cranes throughout
your church or community hall as an awareness

Hold

a

climate

justice

dinner.

Invite

raising action.

representatives from Pacific Island nations
or from other most affected communities to
speak about the impact of climate change on
their lives. Decorate the room to reflect how the
world will look if we don’t act swiftly on climate
change.

Write
Write to your local MP about one of the building
blocks for peace. Call upon our Government to
support a nuclear ban treaty. Or write to the
South Australian Premier or South Australian MP

Hold an art exhibition. Select a theme related

opposing a national nuclear waste dump. http://

to one of the building blocks of peace. Invite

www.nodumpalliance.org.au/email_your_mp

members of your congregation to draw or paint

Write to the Minister for the Environment and

or create whatever comes to mind when they

Energy about climate injustice.
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are some ideas to help you think about how you

Hold a community event

think of climate injustice, or gender inequality or
the effects of a nuclear disaster. The exhibition
itself can be an opportunity for education, and
maybe even raise funds for an organisation
working in that area.
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Materials that might be useful
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Survivor stories / videos provide a personal
face to help us understand the full effects of a
nuclear bomb: http://www.icanw.org/the-facts/

Uniting Justice Australia
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Check
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http://www.seedmob.org.au/

for
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information about climate justice from an
Indigenous youth perspective.
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