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SEARCHING
FOR FREEDO M
WITH COURAGE LET US ALL COM BINE

W H AT I S
REFU GEE
W EEK?

Refugee Week is an opportunity to
celebrate the positive contribution
refugees have made to Australia and
the rich diversity they bring to our
society.
It is also a chance to learn more about who
refugees are and why they come to Australia,
and how we can create a culture of welcome.
Refugee Week has been celebrated since 1986
and is organised by the Refugee Council of
Australia around the United Nations’ World
Refugee Day which is celebrated annually on
20 June.
The theme for 2015–2017 is ‘With Courage Let Us
All Combine’, words taken from the second verse
of the Australian national anthem. This theme
recognises the courage it takes to flee a situation
of persecution leaving home and loved ones behind,
not knowing where the journey will end or even if it
will end in safety. It acknowledges the courage that
it takes to start a new life in a strange country.
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The theme is also a call to join together to stand
up against cruelty, advocate for more humane
policies and work tirelessly to make Australia a
more welcoming place.

SEARCHING FOR FREEDOM
The title of this resource, Searching for Freedom,
is a reminder of what people are doing when they
flee situations of persecution and grave danger.
Because it is important to understand what's
happening in the world and in Australia for those
searching for freedom, this resource includes
information about Australia’s history of accepting
refugees, what it means to seek asylum, and how
many refugees there are in the world and where
they are living. It describes an alternative to
‘stopping the boats’ and includes a section on
the situation of the roughly 30,000 people who
are living in the community waiting to have their
claims for protection processed. This resource
also includes a number of ideas for what you can
do to help bring about positive change.

Refugees have made extraordinary
contributions to Australian life and
society. Aduc came to Australia
in 1997 from Sudan via Ethiopia
and is now working as a nurse in a
retirement home. She fled Sudan in
1990 at the height of the crisis and
spent years in a refugee camp in
Kenya. Aduc now lives in Gosford with
her husband and 6 children. You can
read the stories of Aduc and other
former refugees on the Refugee
Council of Australia website.

WHO IS A REFUGEE?

SEEKING ASYLUM

Refugees are people who have a well–founded
fear of persecution because of their race, religion,
nationality, membership of a particular social group
or political opinion. Refugees are people who are
unable to receive the protection they need from
their own government.

People who are seeking asylum have fled their homes
to escape persecution, violence or grave danger and
are looking for protection. They are not refugees
because they are waiting to have their protection
claim assessed. According to the United Nations
Refugee Convention, it is perfectly legal to arrive in a
country like Australia, including by boat, and make a
claim for asylum. In Australia, people seeking asylum
are held in immigration detention centres or reside in
the community while they await the determination of
their claim. For some people this wait stretches on
for years, adding to the anxiety many people live
with as a result of previous trauma.

Refugees can be rich or poor, well–educated or
illiterate, gay or straight, young or old. When they
flee, many leave behind almost everything—family,
friends, work, prized possessions and in some
cases even their name and identity. They must rely
on their own resilience in the face of innumerable
obstacles. They bring with them a diversity of skills
and experiences, and the hope that they will find
safety and refuge and be able to rebuild their lives.

OTHER HUMANITARIAN
ENTRANTS
Some people flee situations of harm, torture or cruel
treatment, but are not considered refugees under
the terms of the Refugee Convention. In such cases,
when the protection claim relates to obligations
under other international treaties that Australia has
signed, for example, the Convention Against Torture,
Australia provides ‘complementary’ protection.
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 The Australian
 The international
Government established
community began to talk
the Adult Migrant
about the need for an
Education Scheme (1948). international agreement
about refugees.

 Refugees began to
arrive from Indochina
(Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos) and also from
Chile and El Salvador in
South America.

 Australia signed the
additional Protocol
Relating to the Status
of Refugees, which
broadened the scope
of the convention to
new contexts (1973).

 The first boatload of
people seeking asylum
arrived in Darwin,
carrying five men from
South Vietnam
(April 1976).

1950S

 During and after World
War II, refugees came
from countries like
Germany, Poland and
Hungary.

1970S

1940S

AUS TR ALIA’S HIS TORY
OF WELCOMING AND
REFUSING REFUGEES

Australia has a proud history of welcoming refugees and other
humanitarian entrants. Since Federation, Australia has become home
to more than 800,000 people who arrived here seeking protection.
So, when did people come, where from and how did we respond?

 The United Nations
Convention Relating to
the Status of Refugees
was enacted (1951) and
Australia signed the
treaty in 1954.

 Refugees were still
coming from Europe,
especially from Hungary
and Czechoslovakia.

 The Australian Parliament
passed the Migration Act
1958 which included law
about providing protection
to refugees according to
the Refugee Convention.

This information is from the Uniting Church in Australia's statement, Shelter from
the Storm, and the Refugee Council of Australia's 2015 Refugee Week Resource
Kit and online ‘Timeline of Major Events in the History of Australia’s Refugee and
Humanitarian Program'
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1990S

 Refugees arriving by
 ‘Offshore detention’
 “Operation Sovereign
boat fleeing Afghanistan,
and the policy of no
Borders” militarised
Iraq and Iran.
resettlement in Australia
the turn back of boats.
for refugees who arrived
 The Refugee Convention
by boat were embedded
was written out of the
as bipartisan policy.
Migration Act (Dec 2014)

 Refugees came from
 Refugees were also
 More policies of deterrence
Bosnia and Croatia as a
arriving from the Middle
were introduced:
result of the Balkan War.
East and South Asia.
°° Mandatory detention for
non-citizens who arrive
without a visa (1992)

2000S

2010S

1980S

 Refugees continued to
 Refugees began arriving  In response, the Migration
arrive from Indochina and
from China (after the
Legislation Amendment
South America.
Tiananmen Massacre).
Act 1989 introduced the
first measures intended to
 The Special Humanitarian  The collapse of the Soviet
deter people from arriving
Programme was introduced Union also saw significant
‘illegally’.
(1981) in response to unrest numbers of refugees
in Iran.
arriving.

 Refugees were
arriving from Burma,
Afghanistan, Iraq and
Sudan.

°°

Temporary Protection
Visas (1999)

 The ‘Pacific Solution’
 A detention centre was
was born after 433
opened on Manus Island,
asylum seekers rescued
Papua New Guinea.
by the Norwegian vessel
Tampa were transferred
to a navy vessel and
taken to the Pacific
island of Nauru.

TA L K I N G A B O U T
REFU GEES
Whether it’s talk-back radio, social
media or chatter in the pub, there’s
a great deal of misinformation shared
about refugees and people seeking
asylum. Here are some of the facts
about what’s happening around
the world.

369,900
Iraq

2.59 MIL

3.88 MIL

Afghanistan

Syrian Arab Republic

648,900
Sudan

363,100
616,200

South Sudan

Eritrea

1.11 MIL
Somalia

412,000

Central African
Republic

516,800

Democratic Republic
of the Congo

WHERE DO REFUGEES
COME FROM?
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Figures from UNHCR, Global Trends 2014

479,000
Myanmar

WHICH COUNTRIES
HOST THE MOST
REFUGEES?
Australia is ranked internationally 50 th overall, 67th on a per capita basis and 84th for
refugees under Australia’s care relative to total GDP.
Figures from UNHCR, Global Trends 2014

NO.1

NO.2

NO.3

NO.4

NO.5

NO.6

NO.50

1.59 MILLION

1.51 MILLION

1.15 MILLION

982,000

659,500

654,100

35,582

Turkey

Pakistan

Lebanon
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Islamic Republic of Iran

Ethiopia

Jordan

Australia

470 PEOPLE
Nauru

909 PEOPLE

Manus Island, PNG

28,738 PEOPLE
living in the
community after
being granted a
Bridging Visa E.

PEOPLE SEEKING
ASYLUM IN
AUSTRALIA
As at 29 February 2016
Figures from Department of Immigration and Border Protection, Immigration Detention and Community
Statistics Summary, 29 February 2016

1753 PEOPLE
65 CHILDREN
in immigration
detention

WHERE ARE REFUGEES
ACCOMMODATED WORLDWIDE?
7,578,500

487,500

302,000

111,700

3,512,500

Individual accommodation
(private)

Self-settled camps

Collective centres

Reception / transit
camps

Planned and managed
camps

Figures from UNHCR, Global Trends 2014
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DISPLACEMENT
TRENDS
Number of people per day fleeing their home because of conflict
Figures from UNHCR, Global Trends 2014

500 People

2010

(10,900)

2011

2012

(14,200)

(23,400)

730 DAYS
OR MORE
26% of people detained.

1 YEAR
OR MORE
46% of people detained.

2013

(32,200)

2014

(42,500)

TIME SPENT IN
DETENTION
IN AUSTRALIA
… of the 1753 people in immigration detention facilities,
29 February 2016

1 YEAR
OR LESS
54% of people detained.
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Information from Department of Immigration and Border Protection,
ImmigrationDetention and Community Statistics Summary, 29 February 2016

THE SANCTUARY
MOVEMENT

In May 2015, the Human Rights Law
Centre challenged the lawfulness
of Australia’s offshore detention
arrangements in a High Court case.

This case was brought on behalf of a Bangladeshi
woman who had been detained on Nauru and then
brought to Australia for medical treatment, and was
later linked to other legal challenges on behalf of 267
people in the same situation. This group includes 37
babies who had been born in Australia, and women
who had been sexually assaulted on Nauru.
Soon after this High Court challenge began, the
Government passed retrospective legislation in
an attempt to ensure the legality of its role in the
offshore detention arrangements. Just a few days
before the High Court decision, the Government
of Nauru announced the transition of its detention
centre to an ‘open centre’ where people were free
to leave and return as they wished. On 3 February
2016, the High Court decision confirmed that
arrangements on Nauru did not breach Australian
law. This means the 267 people currently in Australia
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for medical treatment could be returned to Nauru or
Manus Island at any time.1
Following this court decision, well over 100 churches
in Australia have offered their church building as a
place of sanctuary for any of the 267 people who
seek it. Sanctuary is an Old Testament principle
of religious protection offered to people fleeing
brutality or persecution by government. There is
no legal protection in Australia for sanctuary, but
church leaders and congregations are willing to
risk prosecution. They do this because they believe
that people should not be returned to Nauru where
conditions are extremely damaging to people’s
health and wellbeing and women and children are at
risk of sexual assault.2

1 See hrlc.org.au/letthemstay for more information
2 See acrt.com.au/sanctuary-for-asylum-seekers for more information

W H AT A B O U T
T H E 3 0,0 0 0 ?
As a result of Australia’s harsh policies,
there are around 30,000 people on
the mainland in detention centres and
on bridging visas in the community
who have not yet had their claim for
protection processed.
This group has been referred to as the ‘legacy caseload’
because between 2012 and 2014 they were in legal
limbo, unable to make any claim for protection at
all. Now the Department of Immigration and Border
Protection is gradually inviting this large number of
people to submit their claims for protection. It is
predicted that it will take 3 years, and possibly up to
10 years to process this large number of claims.

LIVING IN LIMBO
People living on bridging visas in the community have
limited work and study rights, and are dependent upon
charities for food and shelter, medical support and legal
advice. Many people sleep rough, prevail upon friends
for a bed, or struggle to pay the rent in overcrowded
and dilapidated rental houses. People seeking asylum
11 | Searching for Freedom: With Courage Let Us All Combine

live with the uncertainty imposed by a bridging visa,
struggling to just survive. According to the Australian
Border Deaths Database, there have been 15 recorded
deaths of people on bridging visas living in the
community since 1 January 2000, 8 of which were
suicides.3
People in this situation, many of whom are well
educated, skilled and highly motivated, describe their
greatest frustration as not being able to work to
support themselves or their families. Without access to
legal work opportunities, they are at risk of exploitation
by employers who offer work ‘off the books’—work that
is insecure and underpaid.4
Further adding to the distress of living on a bridging
visa is the looming threat of returning to immigration
detention for breaching the strict Code of Behaviour,
3 Australian Border Deaths Database, artsonline.monash.edu.au/
thebordercrossingobservatory/publications/australian-borderdeaths-database/
4 B Doherty and A K Hekmat ‘We are the forgotten people: the anguish
of Australia’s invisible asylum seekers’, The Guardian, 13 April 2016,
theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/apr/13/we-are-theforgotten-people-the-anguish-of-australias-invisible-asylumseekers

which includes ‘anti-social’ actions as minor as spitting or
swearing in public.

FAST TRACK PROCESSING
Successive governments have used a number of
accelerated refugee status determination procedures
to try to speed up the process of screening asylum
seekers, often for the purpose of quickly arriving at a
negative decision. ‘Enhanced screening’ was introduced
in 2012 for asylum seekers who arrived by boat from Sri
Lanka. Only a very basic assessment of protection needs
was conducted while the people were still on board the
boat. Then in December 2014 new laws enabled ‘fast track
processing’, which included brief initial assessments
shortly after arrival, without giving people adequate
opportunity to prepare paperwork or seek legal advice.
Under these changes, there are only limited options
for appeal, intended to result in the ‘prompt’ removal
of failed asylum seekers. There is a real risk that people
who are actually owed our protection will be sent back to
situations of danger, thus breaching Australia’s obligations
under the Refugee Convention.5
5 See unitingjustice.org.au/refugees-and-asylum-seekers/uca-statements/
item/1105-shelter-from-the-storm for more information

TEMPORARY PROTECTION

Those on a Temporary Protection Visa have limited
welfare and work benefits as well as entitlements
to services.
ON A TEMPORARY PROTECTION
VISA YOU CAN
Work
Access Centrelink
Access Medicare
Receive jobseeker assistance
Receive short-term torture and trauma counselling

ON A TEMPORARY PROTECTION
VISA YOU CANNOT
Sponser family members for permanent migration
T ravel outside of Australia and return without the
permission of the Immigration Minister
Access Government funded financial assistance for
further education

As a result of the December 2014 laws, those among
the 30,000 who are found to meet Australia’s very
limited protection obligations can only expect to
receive a Temporary Protection Visa (TPV). TPVs
withhold a range of services from refugees that would
make settlement in Australia easier. Travel outside
Australia is allowed only on application and in limited
circumstances, and there is no right to family reunion.
There are limited welfare and work benefits. There
are also limited entitlements to services such as
accommodation, food, household goods, finances,
language training, employment advice and medical
care. In addition, people granted a TPV are expected to
undergo a re-assessment of their status at least every
three years. Due to the uncertainties associated with
TPVs, people on these visas have, in the past, shown
higher levels of anxiety, depression, post-traumatic
stress and other psychiatric illnesses than the rest of
the population.
With the introduction of changes to migration laws in
2014, a new kind of TPV was also introduced. The Save
Haven Enterprise Visa (SHEV) offers 5 years temporary
protection (instead of 3 years) if the applicant is
prepared to move to a regional area for work or study.
The same conditions of limited travel outside Australia
and no right to family reunion apply.6

Vote and become a citizen
Information from the Refugee Advice and Casework Service (RACS)
racs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/RACS-FACT-SHEET-TPV-and-SHEV-22.12.2015.pdf
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6 See unitingjustice.org.au/refugees-and-asylum-seekers/ucastatements/item/1105-shelter-from-the-storm for more information

W O R K I N G F O R F R E E D O M:
A N A LT E R N A T I V E S O L U T I O N
In April 2016 many Australians were
shocked by the suicide death of Omid
Masoumali, a refugee on Nauru,
who set himself alight.
This tragedy was soon followed by another—Hodan
Yasin, a 21-year-old Somali woman, set herself alight
after being returned to Nauru from Australia where
she had been brought for medical treatment. These
are just two of the faces of the tragedy that is
Australia’s so-called ‘offshore processing’ regime.
Numerous reports from the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Amnesty
International and the Australian Human Rights
Commission, as well as stories from former staff
of the offshore immigration detention centres on
Nauru and Manus Island, Papua New Guinea (PNG),
highlight the appalling conditions and inhumane
treatment of people in these prisons.
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Medical experts agree that such environments
are immensely damaging to people’s physical and
mental health. Our country’s policies of offshore
processing and prolonged and indefinite detention
are directly contributing to the hopelessness and
despair that people languishing in these centres
clearly feel.
While Australian governments have often referred
to the detention centres on Manus Island and Nauru
as ‘regional processing centres’, they are not. The
centres exist as a result of bilateral agreements
Australia has made with Papua New Guinea and Nauru.
Along with these bilateral agreements, we have also
seen an agreement between the Gillard Government
and Malaysia, and the Abbott Government and
Cambodia. Neither of these recent agreements
has been successful and neither of them can be
regarded as ‘regional’ arrangements. Australia has
used its power and influence to convince poorer
countries in the region to take refugees and people
seeking asylum who Australia could easily support.

These bilateral, short-term and politically
motivated arrangements undermine the protection
of refugees in the region and the international
refugee protection regime. They are also
unsustainable. In April 2016, the PNG Supreme
Court ruled that processing centre on Manus
Island was unconstitutional. The longer people
are detained under these illegal and inhumane
conditions, the more international pressure grows
with condemnation for these policies coming from
around the world.

A T R U LY R E G I O N A L P R O T E C T I O N
SOLUTION
The alternative to these cruel policies that punish
some people in order to deter others, is the
development of a genuine regional protection
solution. People risk dangerous journeys in the
hands of people smugglers because they are not
safe where they are. The aim of a genuine regional
protection solution is to offer safety and the
hope of a future for refugees in accordance with
international humanitarian law.
Such a program requires countries to be
committed to a long-term process and willing to
work constructively together. It will not happen
over night. It also requires Australia to commit to
rebuilding trust among our regional neighbours and
demonstrating goodwill—a willingness to lead the
process and contribute our fair share to solving the
problems in the region.
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In its statement on refugees and asylum seeker
issues, Shelter from the Storm, the Uniting Church
described what an effective regional approach
to the protection of people seeking asylum and
refugees should look like:

 A regional solution should be focused on
upholding and protecting the rights of asylum
seekers and refugees and supporting the
development of a rights-based approach in
countries across the region.

 A regional solution would ensure that asylum
seekers and refugees are safe where they are,
have hope for a secure future for themselves
and their families and, if necessary, be able to
access appropriate resettlement within the
region. There would be no need for people to
embark on dangerous sea journeys.

 A long-term, effective and genuinely shared
regional solution should be negotiated
multilaterally, in consultation with UNHCR and
with civil society through such mechanisms as
Track II dialogue.7

 Protection claims must be processed fairly, quickly
and transparently by UNHCR, with support from
nations like Australia. In order to make a positive
contribution, Australia must cease unilateral
actions such as the interception and turning back
of boats and end its bilateral arrangements with
the poorest countries in the region.

 Development aid should never be used as a
lure to engage poor and developing countries in
bilateral agreements about the settlement or
detention and processing of asylum seekers.

 Australia must demonstrate its commitment to
a regional solution by resettling a substantial
number of refugees from the region.8
7 Track II Dialogue takes place between civil society or nongovernmental organisations and aims to complement official
diplomatic dialogue. In B. Douglas et al (2014), ‘Beyond the boats:
Building an Asylum and Refugee Policy for the Long Term’, Australia21
australia21.org.au/publication-archive/beyond-the-boats-buildingan-asylum-and-refugee-policy-for-the-long-term/#.VwNEuPl95D8
8 Uniting Church in Australia Assembly (July 2015) Shelter from the
Storm: A Uniting Church in Australia Statement on Asylum Seeker
and Refugee Policy paragraph 8, pp. 13-14 unitingjustice.org.au/
refugees-and-asylum-seekers/uca-statements/item/1105-shelterfrom-the-storm

There are 50 million refugees and displaced people
globally, according to the UNHCR. Australia accepted
just 13,750 of these in 2015-2016. If we are serious
about a regional solution, we need to significantly
increase the number of refugees that we offer
resettlement to and engage in a truly multilateral
manner with our neighbours.

13,750

refugees and displaced
people accepted by
Australia in 2015-2016

50,000,000

refugees and displaced people globally, according to
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
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Also essential for the development of a regional
solution are recognition and understanding of
why people are fleeing their homes in increasing
numbers, and a commitment to contribute to peace
and development in the world’s fragile places. It is
clear that conditions in countries such as Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan and a number of African countries will
continue to see people fleeing from violent conflict
and persecution. Australia has played a part in this
global context through our involvement in military
interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq, and through
complacency about injustices in the Middle East.
One of the ways countries contribute positively to
building peace is through their international aid and
development programs. In cutting our international
aid budget so dramatically over the last few years,
the Australian Government reduces its contribution
to building a more equitable and just world. The
Australian Government must reassess its approach
to overseas development aid if it wants to help
address the causes of violence, persecution and
conflict and reduce the numbers of refugees in
the world.

WORSHIP
RESOURCES
PR AYER OF IN VOCAT ION

LAMENT

God of hospitality and refuge,
come to us here in this place of security and safety.
Remind us that you are the God Almighty;
large enough for all people,
all nations, all tongues.
Help us, with the presence of your Holy Spirit,
to be able to create space
for those who seek asylum and refuge.
In the name of Jesus, your Son.

O Lord, how long shall we cry for help,
and you will not listen?
Or cry to you, ‘Violence!’
and you will not save?
Why do you make us see wrong-doing
and look at trouble?

Amen.

In faith and hope, we respond:
‘How long, O God, how long?

(The response can be sung. The musical setting can be found in
Uniting in Worship 2, p. 200)

Where is your justice, God?
Where is your purpose?
Where is your reason?
Where is your compassion?
Do you not care for your people,
your creation, your reputation?
Your purpose is hidden from our eyes.
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In faith and hope, we respond:
‘How long, O God, how long?
Your reason is absent to our ears.
Your compassion is not discerned by our hearts.
We have no hope (and remember asylum seekers
who have no hope).
We are lost (and remember asylum seekers who
are lost).
We are afraid (and remember asylum seekers who
are afraid).
In faith and hope, we respond:
‘How long, O God, how long?
(from Uniting in Worship 2, Second Order of Service for the Lord’s Day,
pp 200-202, adapted, The Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia
(2005), Sydney: Uniting Church Press)

AFFIRMATIONS
We are not alone. We live in God’s world.
We believe in God,
who has freely given the Holy Spirit
to bind us together as a community of grace.
We believe that the spirit can lead us
in the discovery of truth,
in the pursuit of justice, and
in the practice of caring for one another.
In our homes, in the church and in the community
the Spirit offers us inspiration and courage.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
(from Prayers on Parade (2006), compiled by Allan Shephard, Stepney,
South Australia: Axiom Publishing. Permission is given for the use of this
text in worship)

You can find more resources for worship including
hymns and songs with the 2012 resource, Justice for
Asylum Seekers on the UnitingJustice Australia website.
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HOW DO I
G ET IN V O LV E D?
There are a number of ways to get
involved in Refugee Week this year.9
SET UP A REFUGEE ACTION OR
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP
Bring together interested friends and/or members
of your congregation to establish a refugee
action or social justice group. You could organise
awareness raising events, lobby your local member
of Parliament or engage in support activities for
refugees in the community.

OFFER SUPPORT TO REFUGEES
OR PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM IN
YOUR COMMUNITY
Amongst your congregation or refugee action group,
discuss ways that you can support people in your
local community who are on bridging visas, or on
a temporary protection visa. Contact a support
agency in your local area to find out whether they
need assistance with English language, paying
9 Some of these ideas and more are from the Refugee Council of
Australia’s information on Refugee Week www.refugeecouncil.org.au
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bills, tutoring for their children, or navigating the
local shops. The Refugee Council of Australia lists
national and state based organisations who already
support refugees and people seeking asylum, and
they will be able to give you an indication of the
ways your group can assist.

HOLD A WELCOME DINNER
The Welcome Dinner Project brings together
established Australians with new arrivals. The idea
emerged because some new arrivals to Australia,
including refugees and people seeking asylum,
commented that they had never been invited
to dinner with established Australians. Since its
beginnings in 2013, the Welcome Dinner Project has
hosted more than 120 dinners where a sense of
community has been built over the sharing of food.
Perhaps your family or church would like to host a
dinner, and be part of welcoming new Australians
into your home and community.

GIVE US A SIGN

BE PART OF A MOVEMENT

Last year the ‘Give Us a Sign’ campaign was very
successful. Churches around Australia put a number
of messages on their signboards to demonstrate
solidarity with refugees and people seeking asylum.
Consider putting up a similar sign during Refugee
Week. Here are some ideas:

Love Makes a Way is an inter-denominational
Christian group that has become well known for
their nonviolent direct action in opposition to
inhumane refugee policy. They organise groups of
people to sit and pray in politicians offices until
they are granted an interview or arrested for
trespass. You, and others from your church, could
join LMAW and become involved in some of their
civil disobedience actions.

 Show hospitality to strangers—Hebrews 13:2
 I was a stranger and you welcomed me—
Matthew 25:35

 “We’re better than this.” Welcome asylum seekers
 Jesus was a refugee too - Matthew 2:13
 Realistic compassion for those who seek refuge
 A creative nation finds compassionate solutions
 Asylum seekers are people too
 Compassion for asylum seekers
 Love the foreigner, for you were once foreigners
-Deuteronomy 10:19

 Asylum seekers are our brothers & sisters in need

CONTACT YOUR MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
Contact your Member of Parliament and let them
know your thoughts about refugee policy. Perhaps
you could organise a group to visit the member’s
office if it’s nearby, or otherwise write a letter
outlining what should change about Australia’s policy.
Guides to how to write to your local MP and how to
arrange a meeting with them are available as part
of the Uniting Church in Australia Assembly’s Federal
Election 2016 resource, A Flourishing Society.

ORGANISE AN EVENT OF
YOUR OWN
A great way to raise awareness within your church
is to organise a social event that is educational
as well. Consider hosting a trivia night, and make
many of the questions about refugees and people
seeking asylum. Or organise a fundraising film
night at your local cinema where you screen a film
or documentary about asylum seekers or refugees.
You could also choose a book about refugees or
people seeking asylum for your next book club.
Ideas include:

 Lost Boys of Sudan (2003), documentary film
 Tampering with Asylum: A Universal Humanitarian
Problem by Frank Brennan (2003), book

 Under the Persimmon Tree, by Suzanne Fisher
Staples (2005), novel

 Forgotten Refugees: the Rohingya in Bangladesh
(2007), documentary film

 Villawood Mums (2010), documentary film
 Refugees: Why Seeking Asylum Is Legal and
Australia's Policies Are Not, by Jane McAdam and
Fiona Chong (2014), Book

 Offshore: Behind the Wire on Manus and Nauru
by Madeline Gleeson (2016), book

 Chasing Asylum (2016), documentary film
 If you would like a copy of the official Refugee
19 | Searching for Freedom: With Courage Let Us All Combine

Week poster, contact UnitingJustice (02 8267
4238), as we are an official distributor.
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